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But we must not extend to further length our comparison of the views 
of contributors, nor our comment upon their contributions. We have 
noted a few mistakes in dates, which may well be corrected in future 
issues. On page 128, we are told that the Commentaries of Plowden "ex- 
tends from Edward III. to Elizabeth (1550-1580)." If the first year be- 
longs to the reign of Edward III., it should be 1350; but undoubtedly what 
the author intended to write was Edward VI. instead of Edward III. 
Again, on page 811, we are assured that certain acts of the Colonial As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania "were repealed by the English government in 
1793. It should be 1693. Curiously enough, both of these mistakes are 
found in the original articles. 

Law and Custom of the Constitution. By Sir William R. Anson, Bart. 
3 volumes. Vol. II: The Crown. Part II. 3rd Ed. Oxford: Henry 
Frowde. 1908. pp. xxiv, 347. 

In the publication of the third edition of his justly celebrated work on 
British government, Sir William Anson has issued Chapters V-X of the 
former second volume as a separate part, with the addition of an intro- 
ductory chapter and some sixty pages amplifying the text of the preceding 
edition which appeared in 1896. No serious changes have been made in 
the spirit and purpose of the original work, which has been for more 
than twenty years the standard treatise on the legal side of British govern- 
ment. It would, therefore, be a work of supererogation to describe in 
detail or bring under critical review the plan and method of the author. 
This part contains the chapters on the dominions and dependencies of the 
crown, foreign relations, revenues and expenditures, the armed forces, 
the churches, and the courts. In dealing with these subjects, Sir William 
has no occasion to record any important alterations in the framework of 
British government, such as occurred, for example, in local administration 
between the publication of his first and second editions. Accordingly the 
modifications incorporated in this volume consist principally of minor ex- 
pansions and clarifications of the original text: for example, Wales got 
one page in the second edition and two pages and a half in this, while 
six pages are added to the division on local government. Perhaps the 
most noteworthy addition is the section describing the new imperial 
defence committee (pp. 214-15) which might be very profitably con- 
trasted with the act creating our General Staff Corps (United States 
Statutes, 1902-03, p. 830). The introductory chapter (p. xxii) contains 
a few lines on the functions of the expert bill draftsman that ought to 
be suggestive to American legislatures which, by their haphazard and in- 
efficient methods in the preparation of laws, so often cause inconvenience 
to the public and bring the art of law-making into „ discredit. In com- 
paring page by page the second with this new edition, one finds that the 
many minor alterations have given more firmness and sharpness to the 
original text— the result, doubtless, of Sir William's recent administrative 
experience which brought him in touch with realities which he saw before 
only darkly through the maze of statutes. It is to be profoundly wished 
that some American legist would do for our government what Sir William 
has done for the government of Great Britain. 



